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VEILED IN DARKNESS JUDAH LAY,

WAITING FOR THE PROMISED DAY,

WHILE ACROSS THE SHADOWY NIGHT

STREAMED A FLOOD OF GLORIOUS LIGHT,

HEAV'NLY VOICES CHANTING THEN.

"PEACE ON EARTH, GOODWILL TO MEN."



A D V E N T  
Greetings Bay Cities Fellowship! 

And, welcome to the season of Advent.

No matter who you are, it's likely that you have at
least some degree of familiarity with Advent. Of
course, this is probably in no small part thanks to
those handy Advent calendars - you know, the ones
that have the little windows that open up to help
you along on the slow creep toward Christmas. If
you're interested, Trader Joe's has great ones!

However, the season of Advent is much more than
just calendars and countdowns! 

The word advent means "coming," or "arrival." It has
been a time for the Church throughout the ages to
slow down and reflect on ancient Israel's
anticipation of the coming Messiah. It's also an
opportunity to enter into a new anticipation of our
own as we look forward to the second coming of
Messiah, Jesus.

Traditionally, the season of Advent is celebrated, or
participated in, during the four weeks leading up to
Christmas. While there are a variety of different
practices and traditions, one thing is constant - a
reflective longing and waiting for God to do
something incredible. 

So, during this time may we slow down and really
consider how we are approaching Christmas. Let us
enter into a season of collective longing and
anticipation. Not only looking back to the manger
and the first advent of Jesus but also looking
forward to the second advent of Jesus and His
everlasting Kingdom!

Our hope and prayer is that we all would take the
opportunity that this season offers and allow God to
meet us in the waiting and longing. Allow Him to
bend our hearts toward Jesus and His way. Allow
Him to reveal more of Himself to us!

S C H E -

D U L E  

November 28: The First Light

November 29 - December 4: Readings

December 5: The Second Light

December 6 - December 11: Readings

December 12: The Third Light

December 13 - December 18: Readings

December 19: The Fourth Light

December 20 - December 23: Readings

December 24: The Light Is Coming

December 25: The Light Came Down
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Once upon a time, there was nothing.

No angels.
No stars.
No people.

Just darkness and disorder... 
...and God!

This is where the story begins. 

In a chaotic, stormy, inhospitable place. A place of
non-life. A deep-sea, monstrous and gloomy. With
waves raging and torrents skipping about the
surface of the waters. 

In this place, there is an absence of light. The murky
darkness is thick and disorienting. Shadows are
indistinguishable against a backdrop of pure
blackness.

This does not seem like a good place!

But, God is there.
Hovering over the seething waters. 
Moving. 
Plotting.

Then suddenly, God acts!

As His first action, He creates the light. God calls
out into the void and beckons the light to come
forth. And in perfect obedience, the light breaks into
the cavernous black darkness. It shines in radiant
glory and pushes back against the dark.

The dawn has come.
The light is here.

This is good!

Now, to feel the full weight of this text imagine for a
moment that you're an ancient Israelite. To you, the
dark waters of the sea may as well be outer space.
It's vast and unknown. It's dangerous and deadly.
And it can be violent, unpredictable, and scary.

It's the great black abyss.

This is the visceral context into which the author of
Genesis is inviting us. Into a bleak, lifeless, watery
wasteland. A place where there is no life.

Sounds pretty disheartening, right?

But, fear not.
God is present in the chaos.

 
And, He begins to engage it. 
To subdue it. 
To have dominion over it. 

God speaks into the dark and the light appears. He
overcomes the darkness and changes the entire
environment. 

What was once not good...
...is now good!

These themes of light and darkness will continue to
clash throughout the story. Time and again, we'll see
light and darkness lock horns. Until finally, as the
story draws to its climactic crescendo, we'll be
introduced to a new light. A light that, once again,
appears in the darkness.  

However, this light will shine so brilliantly that the
darkness will not be able to stop it!

"and god said, 'let
there be light,' and
there was light."

 
_genesis 1:3

Why do you think God created the light first?
How does the light contrast with the darkness?
When you find yourself in a dark place, how do
you feel?
What are some good things light does?
What's something you hope God's light will show
you this Advent season?

Reflect on Genesis 1:1-5



Go to the beach to watch the sunset.
Go for a walk with your family.
Take a journal outside and just start writing. 
Do a craft with your kiddos. 
Draw a picture or take some pictures.

This week we want to spend some time reflecting on
God's creativity. His creation of the light is a
beautiful demonstration of brilliance and ingenuity. 

Take some time throughout this week to either go
out and enjoy God's creation or to do something
creative. It doesn't have to be elaborate or overly
cumbersome. Just schedule a handful of minutes
each day if possible to meet God in His creativity.

By way of ideas, you could:

No matter what you do, try to be mindful of God's
creative presence with you.

practice:

in the bleak
midwinter
by: Hannah's Yard

In the bleak midwinter

Frosty wind made moan

Earth stood hard as iron

Water like a stone

Snow had fallen

Snow on snow on snow

In the bleak midwinter

Long, long ago

Angels and Arc Angels

May have traveled there

Cherubim and Seraphim

Thronged the air

But only his Mother

In her maiden bliss

Worshiped the beloved

With a kiss

What can I give him?

Poor as I am

If I were a shepherd

I would give a lamb

If I were a wise man

I would do my part

But what I can I give him

Give him my heart

Give him my heart

Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to
visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen."

"almighty
god...



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

ISAIAH 45:5-7
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_MONDAY

JOB 26:10
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_TUESDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

PSALM 74:16-17
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_WEDNESDAY

PSALM 136:7-9
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_THURSDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

PSALM 139:12
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_FRIDAY

GENESIS 1:14-19
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_SATURDAY
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Darkness is scheming in the land. 

God's good light was supposed to be reflected in
and through His human image-bearers. They were to
be the light of the world. Yet, they forfeited the
light. They listened to the shadowy voice of the
serpent and ingested the darkness. They themselves
became dark. So, instead of living in the light, they
were cast away to wander in the dark fog of
deception and rebellion. 

The story has taken a tragic turn.

It seems that things are moving in an irreparable
direction. Down a path from which there is no
foreseeable recovery. 

But God. 

Yes, but God.

God is not one to give up so easily. He's not the type
to throw his hands in the air and just walk away. 

He's committed. 
He's invested. 

So, He embarks on a mission to crush the lies of the
enemy, to rid humanity of the darkness within them,
and restore His creation. He's going to bring it all
back into the light!

The darkness, however, has done a number on
humans. It's twisted our perception of what is good,
and true, and beautiful. It's made us blind and deaf
to the things of God. We've tuned Him out in order
to walk in our own ways. 

But God still calls to us. 

 

He gently (and not so gently at times) reminds us of
His presence. He injects grace and goodness into
our world. In a thousand little ways, He reveals who
He is, what He's like, and what we're supposed to be
like as well. 

He shows us that the way we are living, in the
darkness, is killing us. It's not the way we're
supposed to live. We're supposed to live connected
to Him. 

In the light.
Fully alive.

As such, He signals to us to return to Him. To turn
away from the deception and darkness. And turn to
His righteousness, and goodness, and justice. To look
to Him and find salvation. To trade death for life.
Darkness for light. Despair for hope.

This is the kindness of God!

He is not willing to let go of His most important
creation. He is not willing to let go of us! He sends
out His salvation into the world. Calling all to repent
and come back to God - the light! 

As the story progresses, we'll eventually meet that
salvation. It will come not as a law to follow, but as
a person to behold. 

God's salvation will come as the long-promised
Messiah figure. One who is a royal priest. One who
will obey God perfectly. One who will suffer and
give His life for the life of the world. 

Take heart this Advent season, salvation has come!

"my justice will
become a light to
the nations"

 
_isaiah 51:4b

Are you truly listening to God? If not, why?
How is God's justice like light to the nations?
What dark areas of your life do you need God to
bring the light of His salvation to?
During this Advent season, what do you want
God to teach you about His justice and
righteousness?

Reflect on Psalm Isaiah 51:4-6



Spend 3 minutes per day in silence listening for
God's voice.
Do a word study on "justice," "righteousness,"
"salvation." Share your findings with a friend.
Write down a sin that you struggle with. Then
build a fire of some kind (be careful) & toss that
paper in - watching the light destroy the dark.

As we move through this week, we want to be
attentive to the reality of our sinfulness and constant
need for God's ongoing salvation - His light breaking
into the darkness.

Spend some time this week doing some "soul-
searching." Ask yourself the hard questions about
your relationship with God. Deal with your sin. And
find refreshment in God's sweet forgiveness!

Some practical ideas might be:

practice:

a light
by: The Brilliance

A light

shone down

on us

A star

Of hope

Shines bright

A light

Shines bright

A light

shone down

on us.

A star

Of hope

Shines bright

A light

Shines bright

A light (Hosanna in excelsis)

Shines bright (Hosanna in excelsis)

Peace to all this night

A hope and light shine bright

A light

Shines bright

You who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning: 

Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them, that by patience and the
comfort of your holy Word we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. 

Amen."

"heavenly
father...



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

1 JOHN 1:5
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_MONDAY

EZEKIEL 1:25-28
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_TUESDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

HABAKKUK 3:3-4
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_WEDNESDAY

MICAH 7:8
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_THURSDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

PSALM 18:28
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_FRIDAY

1 TIMOTHY 6:13-16
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_SATURDAY
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Light dispels the darkness.

Its rays press against the black velvety curtain of
gloom. And, try as it may, the darkness cannot
overtake the light.

Darkness shutters.
Light prevails.

This is how the story will ultimately end. 

However, there is a slow build toward this end.

As we trek through daily life it can often look like
darkness has the upper hand. It can feel like a murky
shadow has fallen upon our world. It is dark.

The light seems so dim. 
Barely flickering.
Hardly lit.

This is why God's people are continually being
encouraged to have a long view of time and history.
God is working even when things appear dire. He is
moving the story forward even when we can't see it
or feel it. This is meant to bolster our faith and foster
a way of life that is anchored in hope. A hope that
looks to the end of the story in order to make sense
of the current moment. 

Yes, there is a very real darkness present with us.
Yes, things are dismal and chaotic.
Yes, life can be difficult.

But, the page will turn.
The story will continue. 

Time and time again, God reminds us that He
working things out. That He has a plan. That there is
a goal toward which all things are moving. 

Often He grants us a picture of this end through the
words and imaginations of the prophets. These
chosen ones are His messengers. And, they are given
insight into what God is up to. For them, the veil is
pulled back just enough to catch a glimpse of things
to come. They offer to their hearers (and readers) a
vision of what God has in store for this world.  

The coming Kingdom of God!

The culmination of all things. 
Then end of the story as we have it.

Heaven and earth being wed together. God, setting
up His throne in the middle of the great city upon
the highest mountain. Sin, and death, and the
enemy cast away. The faithful coming for worship.

Light prevailing over the darkness!

This is our hope. 
his is what we are looking forward to.

We are following our God away from the darkness
and toward the glorious light of His fully realized
presence! But, until then we are called to walk in the
light. To practice living as children of the light. As
citizens of God's Kingdom.

But, to do this, we must first meet the one who
embodies the light of God. 

Then, we can learn to walk in His ways!

"come, descendants
of jacob, let us
walk in the light
of the lord"

 
_isaiah 2:5

Why do you think God's presence is on a high
mountain?
How does the hope of His Kingdom help you
navigate your daily life?
Where do you find your hope challenged most?
What is it that causes the people to reorient
their tools of war?
How would you like to see this Advent season
further anchor your hope in God?

Reflect on Isaiah 2:1-5



Find a book, article, podcast, or something that
speaks to this topic.
Go to the beach and build a "heavenly"
sandcastle with your family.
Light a candle each night at dinner and share a
story of hope.
Start an herb garden & each day look forward
to using the herbs in a meal. 

During this week, we're going to try and tune into
what God says regarding things to come (things to
look forward to).

Schedule some time to dig into the Scriptures,
seeking out God's promises, imagery, and poems
about the end of the story. Maybe do this with a
friend or two. Then, let what you discover wash over
you. 

From there maybe:

practice:

come thou long
expected jesus
by: Wilder Adkins

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,

born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us;

let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,

hope of all the earth Thou art; 
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver,

born a child, and yet a King,

born to reign in us forever,

now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

By Thine own eternal Spirit

rule in all our hearts alone; 
by Thine own sufficient merit,

raise us to Thy glorious throne.

I wait, await, await, await

I’m waiting for my king to come

I wait, await, await, await

I’m waiting for my king to come

The morning stars will sing together

On the day of His Holy birth

The sons of God will shout for joy

Oh praise the Lord of all the Earth

Someday war will be a memory

Someday we will rise above

The racial strife, the choosing sides

I will abide in my heavenly home

You sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:

Grant that the ministers and stewards of your
mysteries may likewise make ready your way, by
turning the hearts of the disobedient toward the
wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to
judge the world, we may be found a people
acceptable in your sight; 

for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and
reign, one God, now and forever. 

Amen."

"lord
jesus christ...



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

EXODUS 10:21-23
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_MONDAY

PSALM 104:1-4
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_TUESDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

JOB 29:1-3
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_WEDNESDAY

ISAIAH 42:5-7
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_THURSDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

PROVERBS 6:23
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_FRIDAY

PSALM 112:4
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_SATURDAY
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Light can be a helpful guide.

It has the power to reveal things to us that, in the
dark, we would never have seen, recognized, or
even understood. It opens up to us the possibility of
discernment and direction. And, if we allow it, the
light can help us rightly navigate this often
treacherous journey called life.

Illuminating our path.
Lighting our way.  

In fact, we see this happening all throughout the
pages of Scripture. Perhaps most tangibly, in the
pillar of fire image from the Exodus story. 

Listen...

At that time, God had just brought the tenth and
harshest plague upon the land of Egypt. The death
of the first-born son - the heir and namesake of the
family. Pharoah's house was decimated. 

The futile power struggle was over. Pharaoh could
not keep up. So, he relents and lets the children of
Israel go. 

They begin their journey out of the land of Egypt
toward the land of promise. This would prove to be
no easy feat. So, to lead them by night was a
mysterious tower of flaming light that rose up
between earth and heaven. It was God's presence
with them.

Their light in the darkness. 
Their direction.
Their guide.  

This light would lead the children of Israel through
all of their travels. God Himself would go before
them, showing them the way. 

We are no different.
We too need the light of God's presence to go
before us. 

For we cannot maneuver our way back to God on
our own. The darkness is too powerful, too alluring.
We will get too close, get pulled in, and be
entangled. Then, the darkness will work on us. It will
change us. We will no longer care for the light. We
will become children of the night. Like lifeless
shadows fumbling about in the dark.

God knows this. He understands the intrigue of
darkness. How it lures us in by piquing our curiosity
and playing on our weakness. 

That's why He clothes Himself in inextinguishable
light. Why He shines brighter than a thousand suns.
Why He radiates with luminous glory and majesty.  

To expose the darkness. 
To show us what it really is.

A lie. 

And, in contrast.  

To illuminate the path of life.
To light up the way back to Himself.

This is the purpose of God's light. And, as we'll soon
see, that light is about to be noticed.

"send me your light
and your faithful
care, let them lead
me"

 
_psalm 43:3a

What are the two things the Psalmist asks God
for? Why do you think he asks for these?
How might God's light help the Psalmist?
Where does the Psalmist want to be led to?
What will he find there?
This Advent season, where (or to what) do you
want the light of God to lead you?

Reflect on Psalm 43:3-4



Start a puzzle & commit to working on it (alone
or w/ family each evening.
Meet a friend for coffee and talk about things
that light up your life.
Buy some inexpensive stockings, fill them w/
Dollar Store items, and go distribute them to the
homeless in your area.
Make a meal to bring to or share w/ a neighbor.

The week of Christmas has arrived!

We're moving toward Christmas Eve + Christmas
Day. So this week, we want to practice slowing
down (as much as possible) and asking God to show
us His light. 

Some ways we might do this:

practice:

may you find
a light
by: Josh Garrels

Lost and weary traveler,

Searching for the way to go

Stranger, heavy-hearted,

Longing for someone to know

May you find a light

May you find a light

May you find a light to guide you home.

There are weary travelers,

Searching everywhere you go

Strangers who are searching,

Longing deeply to be known

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might
come among us; 

and as we are sorely hindered by our sins from
running the race that is set before us, let your
bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen."

"oh
God...



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

ISAIAH 9:1-7
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_MONDAY

ISAIAH 5:20
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_TUESDAY 



 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

 LUKE 2:29-32
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak
to you through the reading of His precious word.

 What are some things that stuck out to you?

 What is God saying to you right now?

How can you respond to what you've experienced?

_WEDNESDAY

ACTS 26:22-23
Read the passage twice - slowly. Ask God to speak

to you through the reading of His precious word.

_THURSDAY 
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The light is coming!

Tension has been building. The darkness has grown
strong. Humanity and all of God's creation seem to
be on the brink of disaster. 

The story is reaching its long-awaited climax.

Something must be done about the darkness that
has gained a foothold in God's world. It has spread
with great vigor and efficiency. There is no place, no
system, no heart untouched by the dreary and
devastating effects of the darkness. 

It is a plague that spans all time and space. 

And yet, there is hope... The light!

You see, darkness was never meant to reign. The
throne belongs to the light. And even though the
darkness was crafty and sought to usurp the throne,
it could not keep it. No matter what clever move the
dark deceiver made, his demise has always been
set. His doom is sure.

The darkness can never overcome the light!

The light is too powerful.
Too pure.
Too true. 

It generates from God Himself. Shining and
shimmering. The light is God's presence in the
darkness. His nearness to us!

"the true light
that gives light to
everyone was
coming into the
world."

 
_john 1:9

What is significant about the light that John is
describing?
How does this light deal with the darkness?
What are some examples of "false" lights?
What does this "true" light do for us?
During this Christmas Eve, what do you hope the
light reveals to you?

Reflect on John 1:1-13

God is not content to leave us in the darkness. He is
committed to a rescue plan. To breaking the dark
spell of the evil one. To releasing us from the
cheerless dungeon of sin, death, and despair. 

But, this cannot be done from afar. 

It is a rescue plan that God Himself must be
intimately involved in. One that requires Him to step
into the darkness. To become the single light that
will challenge the shadow cloaked serpent. To risk it
all for the fate of His beloved creation.

God must come down.
This is the only way.

The light of God must come to rouse us from our
lifeless stupor. We are intoxicated with
rebelliousness, carelessly dancing toward our own
destruction. Death lies just ahead. We cannot
escape its clutches. 

The light is our only hope!

For the light not only rages against the darkness. It
also brings with it life and vitality. It shines deep into
our hearts. Where the darkness tries to hide, the light
breaks in. It shatters the darkness and floods our
hearts with its resuscitating rays. 

It makes us alive!

But, this life doesn't come from just any light. It
comes from a very special light. A light that the
world has never seen before. 

A strange new light.

It's a light that's come down from heaven. 
A light that's going to change everything! 



practice:

You have caused this holy night to shine with the
brightness of the true Light: 

Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that
Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in
heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

Amen."

"heavenly
father...

A cup of coffee or glass of wine. 
A walk through the neighborhood or sitting on
the porch/balcony. 
Playing with your kids. 
Listening to Christmas music. 

It's the day before Christmas. 

Spend this day really reflecting on Jesus. Try to
imagine that He is present with you in everything you
do - no matter how seemingly mundane. 

Also, make an attempt to engage in and truly enjoy
some simple things. 

Finally, attend a Christmas Eve service. Or, have a
Christmas Eve devotion at home. Either way, spend
some time considering Jesus' arrival. 

The King is coming!

o come, o come
emannuel
by: Handsome and Gretyl

O come, O come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease
And be Thyself our King of Peace

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel
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I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 
And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 
Till, ringing, singing on its way
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 
Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The Carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
 
And in despair I bowed my head;
‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said;
‘For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!’
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
‘God is not dead; nor doth he sleep!
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men!’

_Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

"and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a
son."

 
_luke 2:7a

What is interesting about this story?
Why is this part of the story being told like it is?
How is this story meant to shape your
understanding of Jesus?
What do you hope to be confronted with on this
Christmas Day?

Reflect on Luke 2:1-20

Tis Christmas Day...

The Light has come!
 

As the world in darkness slept, God's own Son - the
light of the world - entered space and time. In a
small stable, to a scared young mother, Jesus was
born. 

No trumpets.
No fanfare.

Just the appearance of a small, flickering light. 

But, this light would grow. He would soon become a
flaming torch lighting the way of life for all who
would look to Him in faith. 

This is Jesus

The Messiah.
The Christ. 
The Light come down.

The Savior of the world!

So...

Take some time reading and rereading the
Christmas story as recorded for us in the Gospel of
Luke. 

Try not to read it with your mind only, recognizing
words and structure. But, try to read it with your
heart. Try to imagine yourself there. 

Enter into the story!

A Poem:



Sing songs.
Say prayers.
Make toasts.
Eat a meal (or meals) together.
Open gifts

Celebrate this day with friends, family, and/or
neighbors!

In all things, on this day, try to maintain a sense of
God's goodness and love. Try to sustain an attitude
of joy, thanksgiving, and celebration!

practice:

You have given your only-begotten Son to take our
nature upon him, and to be born [this day] of a pure
virgin: 

Grant that we, who have been born again and
made your children by adoption and grace, may
daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and
the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen."

"gracious 
god...

peace (mary)
by: Poor Bishop Hooper

Angel Gabriel, listen in.
There's a certain message stirring.
Not for one of us used to the light,
But for one who has to squint her eyes in the
sunshine.

You've probably dreamed of a moment like this.
Heard the others betting on specifics.
Today's the day we've all been waiting.
Infinite before... infinite after.
And you get to be the one to turn the page on the
next chapter.

So go and tell the girl I show you.
She'll have dirt beneath her nails,
A gentle voice that sounds like singing
Even when her patience fails.
Her grip is strong, but she's quick to end it.
Her knees are warn but her zeal's not broken.
These are the joints that I have chosen to hold
The greatest gift I'll ever give... 
The greatest gift I'll ever give.

When you find her won't you say these word.
When you find her won't you say,

"Do not be afraid for you have found this day good
favour
With the Lord like no one else before you.
You shall have a son and He shall be the one
That tramples over death in the name of God
above.
You will call Him Jesus.
He'll be called the greatest.
On the throne of David, through the house of
Jacob."

And His kingdom will have no end.
Oh, His kingdom will have no end.

And His peace will be everlasting.
And His peace will be everlasting.



"WE PREACH NOT ONE COMING ONLY OF

JESUS CHRIST.

BUT A SECOND ALSO, FAR MORE GLORIOUS

THAN THE FIRST. 

THE FIRST REVEALED THE MEANING OF HIS

PATIENT ENDURANCE; 

THE SECOND BRINGS WITH IT THE CROWN OF

THE DIVINE KINGDOM."

 

_cyril of jerusalem 


